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Second, the parties discussed what specific ATSC standard the Commission should 
incorporate by reference into its final rule.  Pearl supports the Commission’s initial proposal to 
only incorporate A/321—the “bootstrap” layer of the 3.0 standard.  The new standard was 
designed to be flexible and to adjust to changing technology.  By only incorporating A/321, the 
Commission will ensure that ATSC can develop different features and capabilities for Next 
Generation TV depending on how the standard is received and develops.  This ongoing flexibility 
is a virtue of the standard and should be maintained.  The arguments made by the few parties 
who support incorporating A/322 are not persuasive, in particular because some parties may 
stand to benefit from their intellectual property interests in A/322.  Finally, there is a risk that if 
the Commission incorporates A/322, low-end manufacturers, motivated by avoiding IP 
expenses, will simply bypass A/321 and only build their devices to the specifications of A/322.  
As technology evolves and improves, these devices would be left orphaned without the core 
A/321 capability to be updated to more advanced standards.    

Third, we discussed the important role that use of a vacant channel could play in 
hastening the transition in a number of markets.  We recognized that the Commission would 
have to address LPTV and translator issues in that context but we stressed that the temporary 
use of the vacant channel could assist the transition especially in smaller markets with fewer 
stations.   

Finally, we discussed the timing of the transition, and the planning Pearl has already 
performed regarding how stations in a DMA could begin transitioning to ATSC 3.0 while 
continuing to serve their consumers with ATSC 1.0 for many years to come.  We are eager to 
provide the Commission with further information to assist the transition. 

Next Generation TV promises significant benefits for consumers, and, as the comments 
filed in response to the Commission’s NPRM show, enjoys virtually universal support from the 
relevant industries.  We urge the Commission to move forward with a final rule as soon as 
possible so that broadcasters can begin bringing these benefits to the American public. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

         ____/s/_____________ 
         Gerard J. Waldron 
         Counsel to Pearl TV  
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